Colorizing old photos

Here we will take an old,
black and white image and
bring it alive with colours.

In this example, | took a
picture of Jim Thorpe, the
greatest athlete of the
20" century, and added
color to it.




Instructions

1. Search the Internet for a large image of a black and white
picture you would like to colorize. Save an image.

2. Open the image in Photoshop.

3. Image > Mode > CMYK Color. i ms ey oo

) Grayscale
Adjustments 4
Ductone
Auto Tone Shift+Ctrl+L Indexed Color...

Auto Contrast Alt+Shift+Ctrl+L |v RGB Color

Auto Color Shift+Ctrl+B CMYK Color

. Lab Color
Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+1 i
] Multichannel
Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrl+C
Image Rotation ¥ |v 8 Bits/Channel
Crop 16 Bits/Channel
Trim... 32 Bits/Channel
Reveal All
Color Table...
« Colors: red, green, blue « Colors: cyan, magenta, yellow
-+ Additive mixing - Subtractive mixing
+ Mix to create white *+ Mix to create black
+ 16.7 million color possibilities + 16 thousand color possibilities
+ Smaller file sizes « Larger file sizes

4. Add a Levels Adjustment layer.

I Levels

: Default
ABEEX
RGB
Layers

£ Kind




5. Duplicate the background layer (Ctrl + J).

Layers
D Kind s @ ® T O 0

Naormal + Opacdty: 100% -

Lock: g o+ A Fill: 100% =

6. Click Image - Adjustments -Levels - Auto
Make that you are on the background copy
for the next step!

Properties

iy Y Levels

Preset: Default

bk in 0

Output Levels: g




7. Select the first part of the picture you want to color. In

this case | used the Quick Selection Tool g and the Polygon
Lasso Tool

(NOTE: You may need to subtract from the selection for example the

eyes by holding ALT as needed and clicking on the areas you want to
subtract)
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8. Click Q. (This will bring you into Quick Mask Mode)

9. Filter >> Blur >> Gaussian Blur. (This will soften the
edges of the mask and make things look smoother)

Last Filter

Convert for Smart Filters

Filter Gallery...

Adaptive Wide Angle... Shift+Ctrl+A
Lens Correction... Shift+Ctrl+R
Liquify... Shift+Ctrl+X
Oil Paint...

Cancel

Vanishing Point... Alt+Ctrl+V

B Ficld Blur.. [¥]Preview
Distort M| Iris Blur...
Noise 4 Tilt-Shift...
Pixelate 4
Average
Render 4
- 5 Blur
arpen
g I'p , Blur More
J_[y ze Box Blur...
Video » - .
o f Goussonir.
er
Lens Blur...
Digimarc » Motion Blur.. Radius:
Radial Blur... ="
Browse Filters Online...
Shape Blur...
Smart Blur...
Surface Blur...




10. Click Quick Mask Button ‘Q’ again. (Your selection will come back up)

11. Layer >> New Adjustment Layer >> Curves, name it
SKIN

Layer Type Select Filter 3D View Window
New >
Duplicate Layer...

Delete >

Rename Layer...
Layer Style 4
Smart Filter 4

MNew Fill Layer

New Adjustment Layer L4 Brightness/Contrast... Name: T

Layer Content Options.. Levels... DUse Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask
Layer Mask 4 :

Vector Mask Bipase- Mode:  Normal ~ Opacty: | 100| » | %
Create Clipping Mask Alt+Ctrl+G Vibrance...

Hue/Saturation...

Smart Objects
- Color Balance..

Video Layers Black & White...

Rasterize Photo Filter...

MNew Layer Based Slice Channel Mixer...
Color Lookup...

Group Layers Ctrl+G

Ungroup Layers Shift+Ctrl+G Invert...

Show Layers Posterize...
Threshold...

Arrange 4

Gradient Map...

Combine Shapes .
Selective Color..

12. Choose Cyan (Blue) from the drop down box of the
Curves window and adjust it by dragging the little boxes
around and seeing how it affects the color of the image.

Cancel




13. Choose Magenta (red) from the drop down box and

adjust it by dragging the boxes around and seeing how it affects
the color of the image.

Properties
% A Curves

Preset: Custom

= Magenta

14. Choose Yellow from the drop down box and adjust it by

dragging the boxes around and seeing how it affects the color of the
image.

Input: 55% Output: 74%




15. Change the Black setting if you want to change the amount
of shadow in the selection. (This is optional)

16. Click back on the BACKGROUND COPY and use the QUICK SELECTION
on the next part of the photo that you wish to colorize. Add ADJUSTMENT
LAYER - CURVES repeat the steps for each part you would like to color.
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	THANK YOU!
	Others you might like:



